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Message from the Chief Executive Officer 

As we approach Spring and the new life and growth 
that this offers, I hope you feel the optimism shared 
in this the 30th edition of our Trust Newsletter.  
 
We are very proud of all our wonderful staff across 
the Trust, so we always like to celebrate their 
achievements. Well done to St Ann’s Mrs Foster & 
Mrs O’Shea, St Mary’s Mrs Fiendly, Mrs Thompson 
and Mr Riley and Central Teams Mr Partington who 
have all successfully achieved their National 
Professional Qualification Leading Primary Maths.  
.  
In March all our schools supported ‘Wear blue for 
Bobby’ day which remembers and celebrate Bobby 
Colleran a pupil at our school Blackmoor Park 
Infants. Bobby died after being hit by a car outside 
his school and would have been 18 this year. 
Bobby’s family have set up a charity in his name 
which promotes road safety and also provides 
bereavement counselling. The charity is based in 
the grounds of Blackmoor Park and is a wonderful 
legacy for Bobby’s memory which helps and 
supports children in the North West. It was lovely 
for us all to come together for this wonderful cause. 
 
The Three Saints Academy Trust is pleased to 
announce it has become an Ark Ambassador Trust. 
This is an exciting partnership that we look forward 
to developing. We work with Ark to develop our 
maths teaching and as an Ambassador Trust we will 
act as a beacon of excellent practise for maths 
teaching. We will work closely with Ark to develop 
the design of the programme. Representatives from 
the Ark team visited a number of our schools in 
January and they were very impressed with what 
they saw. This is a wonderful opportunity to 

collaborate and celebrate maths teaching with 
colleagues nationwide. 
 
2026 has begun with excitement for out Are you 
really reading programme. This is a programme that 
our trust has written and is not only used as a 
programme for how we teach reading in our 
schools but is used in schools across the North of 
England. In January we launched our new website 
linked to the programme which includes training 
materials and case studies; 
www.areyoureallyreading.co.uk 
Mrs Barnes and Mrs Bradshaw are involved in a 
variety of promotional activities including an 
appearance on Teacher Talk Radio and speaking at 
a conference in the British Library Museum in 
London. 
 
You will get a flavour of our school’s amazing work 
during the spring term on the following pages; all 
our schools are very special places and testament 
to the hard work of all staff. 
 
Wishing you a bright and restful Easter break, we 
look forward to welcoming everyone back for the 
summer term. 
 
Kirsty Tennyson 
Chief Executive Officer  
The Three Saints Academy Trust 
 

 

 

http://www.areyoureallyreading.co.uk/
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World Book Day 

We celebrated World Book Day on Friday 

13th March, we embraced the joy of stories 

by cosying up in true comfort, because all 

children and staff came to school in their 

pyjamas! Children brought in their favourite 

books and spent relaxed, snuggly time-

sharing stories with friends. The atmosphere 

was warm, calm, and full of imagination. 

Many parents 

commented on how 

much easier the morning 

felt without needing to 

get everyone dressed in 

school uniform, an added 

bonus to a wonderfully 

cosy celebration of 

reading. Additionally, as 

part of our celebrations 

all children visited The Book Stop in St 

Helens Town Centre where children 

exchanged their book token for a wonderful 

new book to take home.  

School Disco 

We had to reschedule our planned 

Valentine’s Disco this year, but it turned out 

to be a lovely twist, because it became our 

very own Easter Disco! 

Urban Art  

We were delighted to welcome local Urban 

Artist artists from Powered by Hip Hop, a 

project funded by 

Merseyside Police. 

They spent time 

working with our 

Year 6 pupils to 

create exciting 

designs for a new 

mural that will proudly feature our school 

badge. Pupils also had the chance to upcycle 

benches around the school by decorating 

them with their own unique artwork. We 

look forward to continuing our partnership 

as we bring our new mural to life.  

Power of Reading 

Our school is delighted to be 

taking part in the EEF x CLPE 

Power of Reading trial. As part of 

this project, Mr Jones, our Year 5 

teacher, has received specialist 

training on implementing the 

Power of Reading approach in his 

classroom. He has spent dedicated 

time learning how to bring 

high-quality texts and creative teaching 

strategies into Year 5 lessons. Through the 

trial, the school now has access to a wealth 

of new resources and has been gifted a 

fantastic collection of books for the children 

to enjoy and learn from. We’re excited to see 

the impact this will have on developing our 

pupils’ love of reading.  

Young Carers  

On Wednesday 11th March 2026, we were 

pleased to welcome Tanya from the Carers 

Trust in St Helens as part of Young Carers 

Action Day. It was a valuable opportunity to 

recognise and 

celebrate the 

important role 

young carers play in 

our community. A 

big thank you to 

Miss Pennington for 

organising the event and helping us show 

our support. 
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ACTIVKIDS SPONSORED EVENT 

We are incredibly proud to share that, through 
our recent work with ActivKidz and the 
inspirational visit from Paralympian Ayaz 
Bhuta, we have raised over £850 to support 
playground development at Blackmoor. The 
children were motivated and inspired by Ayaz’s 
determination and positive mindset, and it was 
wonderful to see such enthusiasm for being 
active and challenging themselves. We would 
like to say a huge thank you to all our parents 
and carers for your generosity and support. 

 

SCIENCE WEEK VISITS ACROSS BLACKMOOR 

As part of Science Week and our commitment 
to providing inspiring experiences, children 
across the school have enjoyed a range of 
exciting educational visits. Our Nursery 
children explored the wonders of wildlife at 
Knowsley Safari Park, while Reception visited 
Chester Zoo to learn more about animals and 
their habitats. Year 1 took part in hands-on 
scientific discovery at Imagine That! Science 
and Discovery Centre, and Year 2 visited 
Eureka! The National Children's Museum to 
explore interactive exhibits linked to their 
learning. These visits are an important part of 
our inspiring experiences offer, bringing 
science to life and creating memorable 
learning opportunities for all our children. 

NSPCC STAY SAFE SPEAK OUT 

 

In the early part of Spring 1, we took part in the 
NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe initiative. The 
children participated in a special assembly 
where they learned important messages about 
staying safe, recognising trusted adults, and 
understanding that their voices matter. The 
session was delivered in an age-appropriate 
and engaging way, helping the children to feel 
empowered and confident to speak out if they 
ever feel worried or unsure. 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

 

During Children’s Mental Health Week we 
welcomed a wonderful drama workshop to 
teach the children about resilience and 
perseverance.  Sophie’s Circus was fantastic. 
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STAND UP SPEAK UP WEEK 

During Stand Up 

Speak Up Week, 

pupils engaged in 

debates linked to our 

Super Leader 

initiative, developing 

oracy, confidence, and social responsibility. They 

explored British Values like democracy and 

respect, discussing real-life issues respectfully. 

This empowered them as active citizens, 

strengthening communication skills and their 

sense of responsibility. 

 

MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

Year 2 Wellbeing 

Warriors led an 

outdoor physical 

course for Mental 

Health Day, promoting movement’s benefits for 

mental health. Classes participated actively, 

supported by the Warriors who encouraged 

peers. This initiative fostered physical wellbeing 

and mental health awareness, building a 

supportive, active school community. 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

World Book Day at St 

Ann’s was a joyful 

celebration of 

reading and 

community. Pupils 

enjoyed author Michelle Hird’s visit, Mystery 

Reader sessions with parents, and explored ‘The 

Wall in the Middle of the Book’ by John Agee. 

Activities inspired creativity, empathy, and a love 

of stories across all year groups. 

 

ARK MATHS SHOWCASE 

 
We proudly hosted the ARK Maths Showcase, 

welcoming 12 Maths leaders and headteachers. 

Visitors praised our calm learning culture, 

excellent behaviours, high engagement, quality 

questioning, and confident use of practical 

resources. They confirmed this was a genuine 

reflection of the high-quality teaching and 

learning at St Ann’s every day. 

 

PARENT INSIGHT 

We were 

delighted by 

the success of 

Parent Insight 

sessions on 

nurturing 

children’s 

spiritual development. Parents joined their 

children in the Studio for reflection, discussion, 

and creativity, experiencing how spirituality is 

woven into our curriculum. The calm, reflective 

atmosphere showcased children’s deep thinking. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

ROCK STEADY 

Rock Steady Music 

started this term, 

offering band-based 

music learning led 

by professional 

musicians. It 

promotes 

teamwork, confidence, and wellbeing, with 

pupils working towards concerts. The 

programme is a no-cost partnership including 

bursary support, enhancing inclusion and 

motivation. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER TRAIL 

Year 4 Values 

Ambassadors led the 

Lord’s Prayer Trail, 

guiding classes through 

creative activities to 

deepen understanding of 

this Christian prayer. The 

trail encouraged 

reflection and discussion, building on prior 

collective moments and enhancing pupils’ 

spiritual development within the school 

community.
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World Book Day 

World Book Day was a fantastic celebration of 
reading across the school. Pupils and staff 
embraced the day with great enthusiasm, arriving 
in a wide range of imaginative costumes. This 
year we challenged everyone to dress as a word, 
which led to some wonderfully creative ideas. 
Among the many inventive costumes were 
“mismatch” and “thesaurus”, alongside some 
fantastic literary characters including Alice from 
Alice in Wonderland, Peter Pan and several 
members of his adventurous crew.  

 

Opening of Our New School Library 

One of the most exciting developments this term 
has been the opening of our brand-new school 
library. We are incredibly proud of this wonderful 
space, which is filled with a fantastic range of 
high-quality texts designed to inspire and engage 
our readers. The library will provide every class 
with a dedicated weekly visit, giving pupils the 
chance to explore new books and develop their 
love of reading.  

 

 

Whole School Art Exhibition 

Another highlight of the term was our wonderful 
whole-school art exhibition. Each class created 
artwork inspired by a chosen artist, allowing 
children to explore different styles, techniques 
and forms of expression. The results were truly 
impressive, and it was fantastic to see the 
creativity and individuality reflected in every 
piece. 

 

Visit to Ditton Library 

As part of our World Book Week celebrations, all 
classes enjoyed a visit to Ditton Library. The 
children were warmly welcomed by the library 
staff and took part in a number of exciting 
activities designed to celebrate books and 
language. 

Year 2 Visit to Martin Mere 

Our Year 2 pupils enjoyed a fantastic educational 
visit to Martin Mere Wetland Centre this term. 
Despite the challenging weather, the children had 
an amazing day exploring the wetlands and 
learning about the animals and habitats found 
there.  
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World Book Day at Willow Tree 

Willow Tree was full of 
excitement as we celebrated 
World Book Day together. 
Throughout the day, children 
took part in a range of reading 
and writing activities inspired by 
their favourite book characters, 
encouraging a love of stories and 
creativity across the school. It was wonderful to see 
so many imaginative costumes as pupils arrived 
dressed as their favourite literary characters. A 
particular highlight was our 
potato character competition, 
where children designed and 
decorated potatoes to represent 
well-known characters from 
books. The celebrations 
concluded with a fantastic 
costume parade, giving everyone 
the opportunity to showcase 
their brilliant outfits. 

Year 6 Crowned St Helens Dance Champions 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 class at 
Willow Tree, who were recently crowned St Helens 
Schools Dance Champions. The whole class took 
part in the competition, performing an energetic 
routine to Blame it on the Boogie. Dressed in full 
costume, the children performed brilliantly at St 
Helens Town Hall, showing fantastic confidence, 
teamwork and enthusiasm. Their hard work and 
dedication paid off as they brought home the gold 
medal – a wonderful achievement and a moment of 
great pride for the entire Willow Tree community. 

Parent Insights into Maths Learning 

We were delighted to welcome parents into Willow 
Tree for our recent Parent Insights sessions, where 
they had the opportunity to experience Maths 
lessons taking place across the school. It was 
fantastic to see parents engaging with the learning 

alongside the children and gaining a deeper 
understanding of how Maths is taught at Willow 
Tree. The feedback from parents was 
overwhelmingly positive, with many describing the 
sessions as “engaging” and commenting that they 
had “learnt so much myself.” Others praised the 
“excellent teaching methods” used 
by staff to support pupils’ 
understanding. Thank you to all the 
parents who joined us and helped 
make the sessions such a success.  

Year 5 Chinese New Year Assembly 

Year 5 delivered a fantastic and informative 
assembly for families as they shared their learning 
about Chinese New Year. The children confidently 
explained the traditions and celebrations associated 
with the festival, including the legend of Nian and 
the story behind the twelve zodiac animals. This 
year marks the Year of the Horse, and pupils helped 
the audience understand what this symbol 
represents in Chinese culture. The assembly also 
featured a beautiful ribbon dance, that parents 
were truly blown away by the children’s confidence, 
knowledge and enthusiasm, making it a memorable 
celebration for the 
whole Willow Tree 
community. 

Dance Around the 
World 

Our recent whole-school dance showcase, Dance 
Around the World, was a fantastic celebration of 
culture and creativity at Willow Tree. Each class 
resented a different country, taking the audience on 
an exciting journey across the globe through music 
and movement. The children performed a range of 
dances inspired by traditional styles from around 
the world, showcasing their enthusiasm, teamwork 
and performance skills. It was wonderful to see 
pupils embracing and celebrating different cultures 
through dance, making the event a valuable 
opportunity to promote cultural understanding and 
development across the school. Parents thoroughly 
enjoyed the performances and were incredibly 
proud of the children’s hard work and confidence 
on stage. 

 


